
 
 

 

Ethan Ceplikas Joins WinnCompanies as General Counsel 
 

BOSTON (January 16, 2024) – WinnCompanies, an award-winning owner, developer and 

manager of multifamily housing, today announced the appointment of Ethan Ceplikas as 

general counsel, succeeding Dan Willert, who is retiring later this year after serving 13 years in 

the position. 

 

Ceplikas joins WinnCompanies from The Community Builders, Inc. (TCB), a Boston-based 

multifamily company, where he worked for nine years, most recently as general counsel and vice 

president. 

 

“Dan has been instrumental in helping us smoothly navigate a period that featured increasingly 

complex regulatory demands imposed on our development, property management and military 

housing businesses,” said WinnCompanies CEO Gilbert Winn. “We are grateful he has agreed 

to remain with us into mid-2024 to help Ethan transition into this demanding role. His 

professionalism, decency and wise counsel will be missed.” 

 

Willert has served as the company’s general counsel and chief ethics officer since 2010 and has 

been responsible for the company’s legal matters, including those involving property 

acquisition, development and management as well as a wide range of corporate and regulatory 

compliance issues. Prior to joining WinnCompanies, Dan practiced as a real estate and corporate 

lawyer for many years in law firms in Boston and San Francisco.  He holds his Juris Doctor degree 

from the University of Wisconsin Law School and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Indiana 

University. 

 

Prior to joining TCB, Ceplikas practiced in the real estate group at Nixon Peabody LLP and was a 

member of the legal department of Boston-based nonprofit, Preservation of Affordable 

Housing. Ethan received his Juris Doctor from Loyola University Chicago School of Law and his 

bachelor’s degree in business management from Babson College.  

 

"I am excited to join WinnCompanies and to continue my legal career at a company not only 

known for its excellence in affordable housing and real estate development in the Boston area, 

where I grew up, but across the country as well,” Ceplikas said. “I look forward to working with 

my new colleagues to help address challenges in the housing market and to also find unique 

and creative ways to support our residents and clients.” 

 

About WinnCompanies 

 

WinnCompanies is an award-winning owner, developer and manager of high-impact, quality 

apartment homes, supported by 4,000 team members in 24 states, the District of Columbia and 

Puerto Rico. The company is known as a leading manager of multifamily apartment communities, 

operating the nation’s largest portfolio of affordable housing with a groundbreaking resident 

services platform. Its community development work focuses on creating and revitalizing mixed-



 
 

 

income, workforce and affordable properties through environmentally sustainable new construction 

and pioneering adaptive reuse techniques. The company has also been a top manager of privatized 

housing for members of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families since 2001. Founded in Boston in 

1971, WinnCompanies is a family-owned, private company. Learn more at winncompanies.com. 
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